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Public Affairs Committee Prompts Discussion on IPR Issues
September 17th, 2008, Grand Hotel Sofia

On September 17 the AmCham Public Affairs Committee had a meeting in the Radisson SAS Grand Hotel with Mr. Matthew Lamberti, intellectual property law enforcement coordinator - Eastern Europe at the US Department of Justice. Over 20 representatives of law and consultancy offices of AmCham Bulgaria, and professional associations participated in the discussion that focused on the IPR enforcement in Bulgaria and the region, providing examples, challenges, trends in this area. Matthew Lamberti is a prosecutor, and has been working in Sofia for 10 months already, covering the region of Eastern Europe. He is working closely with the Bulgaria’s Prosecutor’s office regarding copyrights products and trade marks protection. Mr. Lamberti elaborated on the issues with pirated CD-s and DVD-s, and the pirated downloading using bittorrents know how that is going on a large scale throughout Eastern Europe.

The companies actively participated in the follow up discussion. They agreed that the IP legislation in Bulgaria in general is good, but nevertheless has some gaps. The experts pointed out cybersquatting - registering, or using a domain name with bad faith intent to profit from the goodwill of a trademark belonging to someone else - to be a serious issue. The companies talked on the importance of awareness building campaign and proper training of prosecutors and judges.

Kenneth Lefkowitz, committee’s chair encouraged member companies to share in writing their main concerns with AmCham’s office in order to develop a position paper of the chamber and initiate negotiations with the Bulgarian authorities on IPR issues.
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